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Nomenclature! It looks like Greek to me! Actually the words used in the
binomial system of classification are Latin or latinized form of words.
Approximately 500,000 wild and cultivated plants, each requiring a botanical and
acommon name.

Who was Carolus Linnaeus (1707-1778)7?

What isthe ICBN?

Common names: vernacular or folk names, regional. Easy to pronounce!
Synonyms and name changes: Coleus, Ferns, Arrowhead

Spellings. misspellings, pronunciation and mispronunciation:

®ap o

Botanical Names: The binomial or botanical name is made up of the genus and

the species.

a. Two basic plant groups. Spore-bearing and seed-bearing.

b. Family names: Ending in —aceae. A group of closely related plants named for

largest population in that group.

c. Genus: Written beginning with a capital letter. Italicized or underlined.

d. Species: Written beginning with alower case letter. Italicized or underlined.
Speciesisagroup of similar individuals. Sometimes called specific epithet- an
adjective or modifier.

e. Variety or cultivar? What' s the difference?

Variety: Naturally occurring, Written in ‘single quotes'.

Cultivar or cultivated variety: controlled pairings of parent plants by man,
Cross-breeding and selection is perpetuated (cuttings, grafting, tissue culture)
and are genetically identicd clones of the original plant.

f. What'swith the X or x? Intergeneric crosses or interspecific crosses.

What is a grex?

What do they mean? Generally the name of a plant will indicate something
about that plant. Descriptive features include:

a. Color:

What color isthe flower? What color is the foliage?
White: Red:
Yellow or Gold: Purple:
Green: Black:

Two colors:

Changing colors:

b. Growth habit: How does the plant grow?

Upright: Spreading:
Drooping or weeping: Treelike:
In water: Footed:

c. Discovery: Who discovered the plant? Who is it named for?



d. Region: What country is home to this plant?

China Japan:

Florida: Virginia
Carolina: Canary Idlands:
America Asa

e. Texture What does it fed like?

Hairy: Waxy:
Shiny:
e. Shape: What does the shape remind you of ?
Heart: Hand:
Spear or lance: Round:
Egg: Triangle:
Butterfly: Tulip:
Feather: Margins.
g. Size: How big isit?
Large: Small:
How many? How long?

h. Fragrance: What does it smell like?
Citrus: Fragrant:
Cinnamon: Odor:
Like jasmine:



